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COFFEE & CAKE SUNDAY 
Calling all Bakers!  Our next coffee and cake 
Sunday will be held on February 5th.  Baked 
goods are always welcome and can be dropped 
off in the church hall that morning.   

TITHING: Last week’s collection was $7,682.00, 
(last year was $7,760.00).   
 
 Thank you for your continued generosity. 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
       I want to express my sincere thanks to the Parents, Faculty and Staff for the countless hours of 
service you have given to our school, especially during the past year. You have given witness to your 
belief in Catholic Education during a time when it can be difficult to believe. I also want to express my 
heartfelt thanks to all the parishioners, alumni and other donors who provided generous, and much need-
ed, financial support. With your help, we made significant changes at the School, which I believe were big improve-
ments, with the expectation that we would at a minimum retain our current enrollment levels, and with the hope that we 
would be able to attract new students. However, despite your valiant efforts, our enrollment levels have declined. This 
may be the result of demographic changes, changes in the economic situation of many of our local families, or the fact 
that there are many viable options for both Catholic and public education in our area.  
 
       As a result, it is with great sadness in my heart, and practicality of mind, that I deliver this message.  Beginning 
in the fall of 2017, Holy Family School will suspend elementary instruction for grades 3 through 8.  
 
       This very difficult decision was not made in haste.  It was made with prayer, careful review,  and great consider-
ation.  The most important factor in this decision is the continued low enrollment  in those grades.  As of today there are 
27 students enrolled in grades 3 through 8.  Our recent survey results indicate that for next year, only 18 students plan to 
enroll in those grades.  Those grades  are not viable at that enrollment level, and there appears to be no realistic oppor-
tunity to  significantly increase enrollment. This will result in continued financial challenges, and I cannot,  in good 
faith, ask the parish community to continue to provide such a high level of financial support  to the school.  
  
       In addition, and more importantly, I believe that such a low enrollment level will negatively impact our ability to 
provide the social and educational environment that our children deserve.   
 
       Now for the good news.  Unlike the trend with a number of Catholic Schools, which are completely closing their 
doors, Holy Family School will continue to provide programs for Tiny Tots, Pre-K3, Pre-K4, Kindergarten, and grades 1 
and 2.  We are also working on the development of a daycare program which will allow parents to pursue their educa-
tional goals and professional careers. 
 
       It is my hope that, if justified by sufficient enrollment levels, we can add back one grade at a  time in future 
years.  This, of course, will depend upon the commitment of the parents and students in the grades coming up. 

 
       I know that this decision is not easy to accept, but in order to meet the needs of our future generations, this 
change is absolutely necessary.  
 
       As the transition to any new school - be it public, private or Catholic - can be challenging, I  want you to know 
that our Principal, and myself, are available to discuss your child’s move to their  new school. If there is a way that we 
can make that transition go more smoothly, please let us know.  I  will continue to pray for you, your children and our 
school.    
 

                        May God Bless us all! 
   
                          Father Thomas  

SAVE THE DATE 
Our next parish dinner will be held on 
Saturday, February 11th.  Why not get 
a group of friends together and come 
enjoy an evening of good food and 
fellowship.  
The doors open at 6:30pm, and begin 
with appetizers followed by a delicious dinner and dessert. 
 
Hope to see you there! 
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January 22  CYO Basketball Games 
January 23  Right to Life Bus Trip to Trenton NJ 
         Centering Prayer Group 7:30pm Rectory 
January 24  Prayer Shawl Ministry 
                     HFS Basketball 7:00pm Gym 
January 25  CYO Basketball 5:00pm Gym 
January 26  Bible Study 9:30am Church Hall 
                     HFS Basketball Gym 7:00pm 
January 27  Altar Server Meeting 4:00pm Church 
January 28  CYO Basketball Gym 
                      K of C Comedy Night 
January 29   Catholic Schools Week Begins 
                      CYO Basketball Games 
January 30   Centering Prayer Group7:30pm Rectory 
January 31   HFS Basketball 7:00pm Gym 
 
 
 
 
February 1   CYO BB Practice Gym 
February 2   Holy Family School Open House 
                      Choir Practice 
February 3   HFS Basketball Game 7:30pm Gym 
February 4   CYO Basketball Games Gym 
February 5   Coffee and Cake Sunday 
                       Super Bowl Sunday No 7:30pm Mass 
February 6    Altar Server Class 3:30pm Church 
           Centering Prayer Group7:30pm Rectory 
February 7    HFS Basketball Game 7:45pm Gym 
February 8    CYO Basketball Practice Gym 
February 9    HFS Basketball Game 7:30pm Gym 
February 11  Parish Dinner 6:30pm Church Hall 
February 12  CYO Basketball Games Gym 

GOOD REASON FOR DIFFERENT BUS TRIP 
THIS YEAR 

Holy Family parish's bus will not go to Washington, DC, this 
year.  Instead, we will be taking the bus to a pro-life rally in 
Trenton NJ, on Monday, January 23rd. 
 
The Rally for Life, to be held at the state capitol from 11 am to 
1 pm, is intended to alert legislators and the public to support a 
bill entitled the "Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection 
Act" (A3452 / S2026 ). Research has shown that babies in the 
womb after 20 weeks can feel pain.  The goal of the campaign is 
to have New Jersey pass the law, so a big showing at the Rally 
on January 23rd will send a strong message of support. 
 
We invite all parishioners, adults and children, to spend the day 
for a good cause.  The event will certainly be educational for 
younger parishioners.  Our plan is to attend the 8:15 am mass 
together, then take the bus to Trenton, arriving in time to partici-
pate in the Rally.  After the Rally, we plan to return to Florham 
Park, perhaps stopping for lunch. 
 
Call Frank or Barbara Tinari to sign up (973-822-0084).  There 
is no monetary bus charge for parishioners. 

Bible 101 is facilitated by Dennis Corcoran and 
is a beginner’s study that focuses on the applica-
tion of God’s Word to our everyday life as 
Christians.  Dennis has his master’s degree in 

church leadership from Boston College and has successfully 
brought this study to parishes in Bergen and Morris Counties.  
Each session acts on its own so you can join us any Thursday 
morning. We meet in the Church Hall from 9:30-11:00 am, 
(coffee and refreshments from 9:30-9:45 am. ) There is never a 
quiz and questions are always welcome. For information call 
Dennis at 908.693.5918. 

             HOLY FAMILY SCHOOL NEWS  
     OPEN HOUSE 
If you’re looking for an individualized approach to education in 
a warm family environment, Holy Family School may be just 
the place for your child.  Every child is unique and offers special 
talents and our teachers bring out the best in each and every 
child.  Also, our school has incorporated many exciting changes, 
so come by and learn more about it through a school tour. 
Our open house will take place on Thursday, February 2nd 
from 9:00 am to 11:00 am and again in the evening from 7:00 
pm to 9:00 pm.  In addition to the tour, our principal and our 
teachers will be available in each class room to speak to you in 
more depth and answer your questions. 
 

MEGA RAFFLE WINNERS 
First prize $1008 - Mary Peter 

Second prize $504 - Randy and Liz Scheller 
Third prize $294 - W. Trubela 

Fourth prize $210 - Maria Pia Rivera 
Fifth prize $100 - Bill DeLorenzo 

 
As always, if you have any questions, you can reach us via  

e-mail at the following e-mail address: 
hsa@holy-family-school.org 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES Please help support 
our local programs by donations of clothing, 
shoes and household items in our donation bin 
located in the parking lot. 

MASSES AROUND THE COUNTRY - To find the closest church in 
the U.S., or go to www.masstimes.org  A televised Sunday 
Mass is now airing on ABC Family from 6:30 to 7 a.m. each 
Sunday morning.  www.TheSundayMass.org. 
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MEMORIAL PAVERS PROJECT 
The response to Holy Family Parish’s Memorial 
Pavers Project has been excellent.  Our plan is 
to extend this paved walkway through the com-
ing years as we  continue to grow.  What a wonderful way to re-
member a relative or friend, living or deceased!  At the doors of 
the church are extra order forms.  Please remember the Paver 
contribution is tax deductible.  Any questions, call Chairman 
Ralph Aurilia, 973-951-6508.  

Ordinary Time 
Because the term ordinary in English most often means 
something that's not special or distinctive, many people 
think that Ordinary Time refers to parts of the calendar of 
the Catholic Church that are unimportant. Even though the 
season of Ordinary Time makes up most of the liturgical 
year in the Catholic Church, the fact that Ordinary 
Time refers to those periods that fall outside of the major 
liturgical seasons reinforces this impression. Yet Ordinary 
Time is far from unimportant or uninteresting. 
 
Why Is Ordinary Time Called Ordinary? 
Ordinary Time is called "ordinary" not because it is com-
mon but simply because the weeks of Ordinary Time are 
numbered. The Latin word ordinalis, which refers to num-
bers in a series, stems from the Latin word ordo, from 
which we get the English word order. Thus, the numbered 
weeks of Ordinary Time in fact represent the ordered life of 
the Church—the period in which we live our lives neither 
in feasting (as in the Christmas and Easter seasons) or in 
more severe penance (as in Advent and Lent), but in watch-
fulness and expectation of the Second Coming of Christ. 
It's appropriate, therefore, that the Gospel for the Second 
Sunday of Ordinary Time (which is actually the first Sun-
day celebrated in Ordinary Time) always features either 
John the Baptist's acknowledgment of Christ as the Lamb 
of God or Christ's first miracle—the transformation of wa-
ter into wine at the wedding at Cana. 
Thus for Catholics, Ordinary Time is the part of the year in 
which Christ, the Lamb of God, walks among us and trans-
forms our lives. There's nothing "ordinary" about that! 
 
Why Is Green the Color of Ordinary Time? 
Likewise, the normal liturgical color for Ordinary Time—
for those days when there is no special feast—is green. 
Green vestments and altar cloths have traditionally been 
associated with the time after Pentecost, the period in which 
the Church founded by the risen Christ and enlivened by 
the Holy Spirit began to grow and to spread the Gospel to 
all nations 
 
When Is Ordinary Time? 
Ordinary Time refers to all of those parts of the Catholic 
Church's liturgical year that aren't included in the major 
seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter.  

Ordinary Time thus encompasses two different periods in 
the Church's calendar, since The Church year begins with 
Advent, followed immediately by the Christmas season. 
Ordinary Time begins on the Monday after the first Sun-
day after January 6, the traditional date of the Feast of 
the Epiphany and the end of the liturgical season of 
Christmas. This first period of Ordinary Time runs un-
til Ash Wednesday, when the liturgical season of Lent 
begins. Both Lent and the Easter season fall outside of 
Ordinary Time, which resumes again on the Monday af-
ter Pentecost Sunday, the end of the Easter season. This 
second period of Ordinary Time runs until the First Sun-
day in Advent, when the liturgical year begins again. 
 
Why Is There No First Sunday in Ordinary Time? 
In most years, the Sunday after January 6 is the Feast of 
the Baptism of the Lord (see When Is the Baptism of the 
Lord?). In countries such as the United States, however, 
where the celebration of Epiphany is transferred to Sun-
day (see When Is Epiphany?), if that Sunday is January 7 
or 8, Epiphany is celebrated instead. As feasts of our 
Lord, both the Baptism of the Lord and Epiphany displace 
a Sunday in Ordinary Time. Thus the first Sunday in the 
period of Ordinary Time is the Sunday that falls after the 
first week of Ordinary Time, which makes it the Second 
Sunday of Ordinary Time. 
 
Why Is There No Ordinary Time in the Traditional 
Calendar? 
Ordinary Time is a feature of the current (post-Vatican II) 
liturgical calendar. In the traditional Catholic calendar 
used before 1970 and still used in the celebration of the 
Traditional Latin Mass, as well as in the calendars of the 
Eastern Catholic Churches, the Sundays of Ordinary Time 
are referred to as the Sundays After Epiphany and the 
Sundays After Pentecost. 
 
How Many Sundays Are There in Ordinary Time? 
In any given year, there are either 33 or 34 Sundays in 
Ordinary Time. Because Easter is a moveable feast, and 
thus the Lent and Easter seasons "float" from year to year, 
the number of Sundays in each period of Ordinary Time 
vary from the other period as well as from year to year. 

Marriage Encounter  Call Sal and Sylvia Vassallo at  
1-800-823-5683 for information or to register. 

Catholic Engaged Encounter 973-691-1561 or e-mail 
FrBobSJ@worldnet.att.net. Marriage Encounter  Call Sal and 
SylviaVassalloat 1-800-823-5683 for information or to register. 

2016 Bishop’s Annual Appeal  
Be Rich in Good Works .  For your convenience, you can 
make an online gift or pledge at www.2016appeal.org 
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NEW ALTAR SERVER TRAINING CLASSES 
All boys and girls from 4th grade and up are 
invited to start training classes to become Altar 
Servers.  Classes will begin on Monday, Febru-
ary 6th.  Please email rectory@holyfamilyfp.org to sign up for 
classes or for more information. 

HOLY FAMILY ADULT CHOIR As a 
result of several of our members relocating, 
we are in need of some additional choir mem-
bers.  We are certainly in need of male voices, 
but our ranks are always open to any parish-
ioner who is of high school age or older who 
has a love of singing - there is no audition, no questionnaire, and 
no lengthy list of previous musical experiences required.  We 
gather for rehearsals at 7:30 on Thursday nights, and for the 
next two hours we laugh, we do detailed work on our anthems, 
and we pray.  Then, on Sunday mornings, we gather at 10:00 to 
warm-up for the 10:30 mass.  We're a caring community of 
singers within a larger worshiping community, and we need 
your voice, and your spirit, to continue our tradition of bringing 
vibrant choral music to the Eucharistic celebrations here at Holy 
Family.  Please reach out to one of the choir members, or to 
Randy, with any other questions you may have about participat-
ing in our ministry. 

 COLLECTION COUNTERS 
Our Monday morning Collection Counter teams 
are in need of help.  If you can volunteer one Mon-
day a month to help count the Sunday Collection 
please call Bob @973-204-6049 or the rectory at 973-377-1817.  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY   
We meet every Tuesday at 9:30 am at the home 
of Barbara Tinari, 17 Cathedral Ave., Florham 
Park.  We knit or crochet shawls for those in our 
community who are going through a difficult time.  If you can-
not make our meetings, you can work at home.   


