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On Saturday, May 13th,  95 people gathered together for a night of fun and fellowship at the 
monthly Parish Dinner!  Thank you to all the people who helped  

make the dinners so successful. 
We hope to see you for our Octoberfest. 
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           Holy Family Middle School visiting the  
    Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City. 

                   Meet the Director of Holy Family School! 

My name is Mary Giedlinski Smith and I have the honor and 
privilege to be named the Director for Holy Family School for 
2017-2018. 

I have a degree in Administration and have held Assistant Direc-
tor and Director positions in other preschools prior to coming 
home to Holy Family School. 

I have a long history with Holy Family School, graduating in 
1969. My children attended Holy Family School and I have been 
a member of the staff since 2008. I have worn many hats during 
my time at Holy Family School and now I am adding a new one. 

When I walk into our wonderful school, I am home. I want every-
one to feel the warmth and sense of family that I do each time 
they come through the doors. We have a terrific program for Tiny 
Tots through Kindergarten filled with gifted teachers and happy 
children learning about God as well as their letters, numbers, col-
ors, reading and writing. 

Together, with Fr. Thomas and Fr. Krzys, our dedicated staff of 
amazing educators, and with your prayers and support, we will 
make the Early Childhood Learning Center at Holy Family the 
best school in the area. 

I thank Fr. Thomas for his faith in me to lead our school. I thank 
God for His blessings every day and I thank you, the parishioners 
of Holy Family Parish, for your continued prayers and support of 
Holy Family School.  

May  - Bible Sturdy – The Wisdom of Ben Sira 
 The main lines of the teaching of Sirach may be set out as follows: 
(1) God. 
The view of God given in this book agrees generally with that put forth by the later writers of the Old Testament from the exile (Second 
Isaiah, Job, etc.) onward, though the God of this book lacks the love and tenderness of the Yahweh of the Old Testament prophets. God is 
present everywhere (Sirach 16:17-23); He created the world as an ordered whole (Sirach 16:26-30) and made man intelligent and supreme 
over all flesh. The expressions used are no doubt modeled on Genesis 1, and it may fairly be inferred that creation out of nothing is meant. 
Wisdom, on the other hand, teaches the Alexandrian doctrine that matter (hule) is eternal and that the Creator's work consisted of fashion-
ing, adapting and beautifying. The world is a creature of God, not (as in Philo, etc.) an emanation from Him. Yet is He compassionate and 
forgiving (Sirach 17:24). His works are past finding out (Sirach 18:2); but His compassion is upon all flesh (Sirach 18:13), i.e. upon all 
that accept His chastening and seek to do His will (Sirach 18:14). In Sirach 43:27 God is said to be "the all" (to pan), which simply means 
that He pervades and is the ground of everything. It is not Alexandrian pantheism that is taught. Gfrorer and others take a contrary view. 

(2) Revelation.In harmony with other products of the "Wise Men," Sirach sets chief value upon natural religion, that revealed in the in-
stincts, reason and conscience of man as well as by the sun, moon, stars, etc. Yet Sirach gives far more prominence than Proverbs to the 
idea that the Divine Will is specially made known in the Law of Moses (Sirach 24:23; 45:1-4). We do not meet once with the word "law" 
in Ecclesiastes, nor law in the technical sense (Law of Moses) in either Job, Wisdom or Proverbs. In the last-named it is simply one of 
many synonyms denoting "Wisdom." In Sirach the word occurs over 20 times, not, however, always, even when the expression "Law of 
Moses" is used, in the sense of the "five books" (Pentateuch). It generally includes in its connotation also "the prophecies and the rest of 
the books" (Prologue); see Sirach 32 (Septuagint 35):24; 33 (Septuagint 36):1-3. 

(3) Sin. Sin is due to the wrong exercise of man's free will. Men can, if they like, keep the commandments, and when they break from 
them they are themselves alone to be blamed (Sirach 15:14-17). Yet it was through a woman (Eve) that sin entered the world and death by 
sin (Sirach 25:24; compare 1 Timothy 2:14). See Romans 5:12 where "one man," strictly "human being" (5:14, "Adam"), is made the first 
cause of sin. But nowhere in Sirach is the doctrine of original sin taught. 
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GIFT CARDS for the Supermarkets are 
available in the school office Monday-Friday 
during school hours.  For more information 
please call 973-377-3101. 

MASSES AROUND THE COUNTRY - To find the closest church in 
the U.S., or go to www.masstimes.org   
A televised Sunday Mass is now airing on ABC Family from 
6:30 to 7 a.m. each Sunday morning.  
www.TheSundayMass.org. 

RELIGIOUS ITEMS FOR THE MISSIONS Ginny Akhoury 
is collecting religious items, prayer cards, novena booklets, 
medals, small statues, rosaries (broken ones will be repaired) 
crucifixes and greeting cards, for distribution around the world. 
These items will be sent to missions in Africa, India, the Philip-
pines and many other locations.    Please leave any contribu-
tions in the baskets at the doors of the church. 

Bishop Serratelli will be the Spiritual Director of a trip this 
summer to Fatima and Southern Spain.  The Pilgrimage will 
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the apparitions in Fatima and 
then continue on to Spain.  The Pilgrimage will be from July 16-
24.  For information please contact Great Experiences at 201-
825-3725 or email greatexinc@verizon.net. 

(4) Predestination. 
Notwithstanding the prominence given to "free will" (see (3), above), Sirach teaches the doctrine of predestination, for God has deter-
mined that some men should be high and some low, some blessed and others cursed (33:10 ft). 
(5) Satan. 
The word "Satan" (Satanas) in Sirach 21:27 (it occurs nowhere else in the Apocrypha) denotes one's own wicked heart, as the parallelism 
shows. 
(6) Salvation. 
There is no salvation except by way of good works on man's part (Sirach 14:16 f) and forgiveness on God's (Sirach 17:24-32). The only 
atonement is through one's own good works (Sirach 5:5 f), honoring parents (Sirach 32:14 f), almsgiving, etc. (Sirach 3:30; 17:19). There 
is no objective atonement ("expiation," literally, "propitiation"; the Greek verb exilaskomai, is the great Septuagint word for the Hebrew 
kipper, "to atone"). 
(7) Sacrifice. 
The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to God (Sirach 34:18), though He Himself appointed sacrifices and first-fruits (Sirach 45:20 
f), and when the righteous offer sacrifices to God they are accepted and remembered in the time to come (Sirach 35:1-12). 
(8) Feasts. 
Festivals as well as seasons are ordained by God to be observed by man (Sirach 33 (Septuagint 36):8; compare Genesis 1:14). 

(9) Prayer. 
The duty of prayer is often pointed out (Sirach 37:15, etc.), the necessary preparation defined (Sirach 17:25; 18:20,23), and its successful 
issue promised (Sirach 35:17). There must be no vain repetitions (Sirach 7:14; compare Matthew 6:7), nor should there be any faint-
heartedness in the matter (Sirach 5:10; compare James 1:6). Men are to pray in sickness (Sirach 38:9), but all the same the physician 
should be consulted and his advice followed (Sirach 38:1,12). 

(10) Angelology. 
Sirach nowhere clearly expresses his belief in angels or uses language which implies such a belief. For "an angel (ho aggelos) destroyed 
them" the Hebrew of the original passage (2 Kings 19:35) has maggephah, "plague," and so the Syriac, though the Septuagint (followed by 
the Vulgate) has "angel." 

(11) Eschatology. 
Nowhere in this book is the doctrine of a future life taught, and the whole teaching of the book leaves no place for such a doctrine. Men 
will be indeed rewarded or punished according to their conduct, but in this world (see Sirach 2:10; 9:12; 11:26 f). The retribution is, how-
ever, not confined to the individuals in their lifetime; it extends to their children and involves their own glorious or inglorious name after 
death (see Sirach 11:28; 40:15; 41:6; 44:11-13). The passage concerning Gehenna (Sirach 7:17) is undoubtedly spurious and is lacking in 
the Syriac, Ethiopic, etc. Since the book is silent as to a future life, it is of necessity silent on the question of a resurrection. Nothing is 
hinted as to a life beyond the grave, even in Sirach 41:1-4, where the author deprecates the fear of death. In these matters Sirach agrees 
with the Pentateuch and the prophetic and poetical books of the Old Testament (Psalms, Job, etc.), none of which give any intimation of a 
life beyond the grave. Little or nothing is said of the Messianic hope which must have been entertained largely by Palestinian Jews living 
in the author's time, though in Sirach 36 (Septuagint 33):1-17 the writer prays for the restoration of Israel and Jerusalem, i.e. R.H. Charles 
thinks (Eschatology, etc., 65), for the bringing in of the Messianic kingdom. 
(12) Sirach's Doctrine of Wisdom. 
For a general discussion of the rise and development of the conception of Wisdom in the Old Testament and in the Apocrypha see WIS-
DOM LITERATURE. A brief statement as to what the word implies in Sirach is all that can here be attempted. It is in chapters 1 and 24 
that Ben Sira's doctrine is chiefly contained. 
 

        The Bible Study Group will meet on Monday May 22nd at 7:00 pm in the Church Hall.   
                                                     New members are always welcome. 


